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Dear Sir: 

In the accompanying amendment, the applicant is requesting that the 
Examiner voluntarily withdraw the Finality of the Office Action of October 28, 2009 
as being premature. If the Examiner fails to withdraw the Finality of the Office 
Action of October 28, 2009, then the applicant hereby petitions for the withdrawl of 
the Finality of the Office Action of October 28, 2009. 

The Finality of the Office Action is premature, because the Examiner 
issued a new ground of rejection which was not necessitated by the applicant's 
amendment of June 29, 2009. 
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Specifically, Amendment D of June 29, 2009 made no substantive 
amendment to independent claim 15 or claims 14, 16-19, 25, or 26 dependent 
therefrom. The only "amendment" to claim 15 was the correction of a typographical 
error, particularly the deletion of a stray punctuation mark in a location which was 
grammatically incorrect and whose removal did not alter the meaning of claim 15. 
Nonetheless, the Examiner issued a new ground of rejection against claim 15 and 
claims 14, 16-19, 25, and 26 dependent therefrom. 

Because claim 15 and claims 14, 16-19, 25, and 26 were not 
substantively amended, the Examiner's citation of a new reference and issuance of a 
new ground of rejection was not necessitated by the "amendment" of claim 15 in the 
Amendment D of June 29, 2009. Accordingly, it is submitted that the finality of the 
Office Action of October 28, 2009 is premature and should be withdrawn. 

The applicant hereby requests that the finality of the Office Action of 
October 28, 2009 be withdraAvn. 
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